Landmark Papers in Anaesthesia. N. R. Webster, H. F. Galley. Oxford, UK; Oxford University Press; pp. 496; $112.99. This book covers 19 major topics in anaesthesia, where ten landmark papers on each topic have been selected by an expert reviewer. Topics predictably include paediatric, obstetric, thoracic and neuroanaesthesia but also such specific areas as malignant hyperthermia, monitoring, optimisation, perioperative cardioprotection, airway management and mechanisms and complications of anaesthesia.
Each topic reflects the era when major developments were made and has a concise introduction that outlines the relevant important developments. The actual papers are not published but rather a précis is given that describes the paper in terms of summary, strengths and weaknesses, related references and a citation count using Google Scholar, which is probably as accurate as you can get.
About half of the 32 reviewers are from the UK, with seven each from Europe and the USA and one Australian. Another expert may have chosen other papers to represent landmark developments but the papers selected are all interesting and unique contributions. Quite a few of the papers do not come from mainstream anaesthesia journals, so this book helps bring them back into the 'anaesthesia fold'. The papers range from Jacob Bigelow's original description of ether anaesthesia in 1846, with about 75% of the papers selected being from 1980 to 2011. Australian authors feature in about ten of the landmark papers. This is an unusual book that would appeal to both the academics and the historians in an anaesthetic department and would be worthwhile to refer to in any presentation on a particular topic.
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